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About the book
Phoebe and Elliott are space-mad best friends but Julia, the unpopular new girl at school, has tagged
along with them on them on a visit to the local Space Station. There, they meet the three astronauts
competing to be the first woman on the moon, and they’re also introduced to the magnificent
rocket known as The Obsession, and its know-all super computer IMP. But when they start the
rocket without meaning to, and IMP malfunctions, the adventure takes a real turn for the
unexpected! Sure, a moon mission is great: but how do you get back to Earth?
Written with Rebecca Fung’s characteristic verve and humour, this is a really fun read for young
readers 7-10 years old and is illustrated with lively pictures by David Allan.
About the author
Rebecca Fung works and lives in Sydney, Australia. She loves to write children’s fiction and several of
those stories have been published in Christmas Press anthologies Once Upon a Christmas, A Toy
Christmas and A Christmas Menagerie. Her first book, Princess Hayley’s Comet (illustrated by Kathy
Creamer) was first published in print by Christmas Press in 2018, with an audio book edition
published in 2021. A Very Special Moon Mission is her second book.
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Something from the author:
Space adventure has always fascinated me. When I was much younger, I would look up at the sky at
the beautiful moon hanging there and think “what if …?” I had a children’s encyclopedia and I’d
read, over and over again, the stories of the first dog to orbit Earth (Laika), the first steps on the
moon, the Challenger disaster and other pivotal moments in the space race. Even more fascinating
were ideas that one day humans would contact aliens, live in outer space or travel there on holidays!
One book that especially influenced me was Louise Lawrence’s Moonwind, where two children win a
trip to the moon by entering an essay competition and have very different experiences. One writes
about the moon goddess and refers to the Greek goddess Phoebe (there are several goddesses in
different mythologies associated with the moon). The other writes about the lunacy syndrome. I
decided to name my main character Phoebe and put the lunacy syndrome in my chapter book!

Also, at my workplace I was very lucky someone from the Australian space agency visited us and
gave a talk. I asked him whether we were planning to ever visit the moon again. He said we were
working with NASA on this, and it would include sending the first woman to the moon.
I thought about how exciting it would be to be the first woman on the moon. Or indeed, the first girl.
I read a lot of stories about the Apollo missions. It took a lot of work before they got the first man on
the moon. People went through rigorous training programs. They needed to learn to work as a team.
They had to figure out lots of details about how to send someone to the moon and constantly review
their ideas and knowledge and think about how to improve their plans. There were also quirky
details, such as how crumbs from food might cause a problem in space.
I wanted to write a story where I could capture both the adventure of getting into space and some of
the amazing awe that I am sure anyone would experience if they landed on the moon.

About the illustrator:
David Allan’s first illustrated book, Two Trickster Tales from Russia (retold by Sophie Masson) was
published by Christmas Press in 2013. His second, Two Tales of Twins from Ancient Greece and
Rome(retold by Ursula Dubosarsky) was listed in Good Reading Magazine’s Best Books of 2014. He
has also illustrated Two Tengu Tales from Japan(retold by Duncan Ball, 2015) and Two Enchanted
Tales from Old China(retold by Gabrielle Wang, 2017), and the chapterbook Petal and the Really
Hard Riddle, written by Kathryn England (2018), all published by Christmas Press. He illustrated Jules
Verne’s Mikhail Strogof f(translated by Stephanie Smee, Eagle Books 2016) and has also illustrated
for storybooks and anthologies, including The Stuff of Tales, published by Arts North West. David’s
work is in private and public collections and he has exhibited artworks in both solo and group shows.
He lives in the New England region of NSW. www.davidallanart.com

Something from the illustrator:
As a child, I knew that I wanted to be one of two things when I grew up: an astronomer or an
illustrator. I practiced both of those things, spending my afternoons drawing the very best and
fastest rockets in (or out of) this world! These drawings would be accompanied by imagined
adventures in the far reaches of outer space. Later on my childhood stories were replaced with real
books by authors such as Arthur C Clarke, which I would read at night, often well after I should have
been asleep.
When I came back down to Earth and was finally an adult, being an illustrator became a reality.
However, I have never lost my interest in space and the wonders of the universe.

Science fiction novels still pile nicely on my bedside table for some late night reading and I spend a
lot of time thinking about humankind venturing from Earth, exploring the moons and planets in our
Solar System.
Getting the chance — as an adult — to design spaceships and spacesuits, draw lunar landscapes and
let my inner child explore the universe for Rebecca's wonderful book A Very Special Moon Mission
has been a dream come true. I'm sure that readers will love going on an adventure to the moon with
Phoebe, Elliot and Julia as much as I have!
It might just be time for me to start saving for a telescope because it’s never too late to reach for the
stars!
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Classroom research and discussion activities
Space: If you went into space, would you like to visit the moon, a star, or another planet? Why?
What do you think it would be like?
Dreams: Phoebe dreams of being an astronaut, and also of being chief of a space station. She is
impressed by Rhonda Starr. What would you like to be when you grow up and why? Have you met or
do you know anyone who has inspired you, like Rhonda inspired Phoebe?

Fear: Julia conquered some of her fears in this story. What are you afraid of? How do you handle
your fears? Have you ever conquered a fear, and how?
Friendship: At the beginning of the book, Phoebe and Elliot don’t think they could be friends with
Julia but they change their minds. Have you ever changed your minds about someone and what
made you change your mind? Have you ever made friends with someone that you didn’t expect to –
how did that happen?
Anti-Gravity: What do you think it would be like if there wasn’t any gravity? Imagine the good things
and the problems you’d have.
Artificial Intelligence: IMP is a machine that is smart and can learn by itself. Think about other
machines in your life – your car, computer, phone, microwave, lawnmower, clock, fridge etc – would
you like them to be smarter? What sort of things would you like them to be able to do better or be
able to learn? Do you think there could be problems with a machine being too smart, or learning too
much?
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Classroom Creative Activities
1. A mnemonic is a special way to remember something, often using a fun sentence to remember
something hard in order. For instance ‘Never Eat Slimy Worms’ reminds us of N E S W which is the
order of the compass directions, North East South and West.
See if you can make up a mnemonic for the order of the planets! (Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars,
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune)

2. IMP told jokes about space – can you make up your own joke about space?

3. Make a model or draw a poster of the best rocket ship you can imagine. What features would it
have?

4. Imagine you are in outer space. Write a letter to your friends back home telling them what you
are doing and what it feels like. Do you miss Earth? What would you miss most of all?

5. In this story, Phoebe was the first girl on the moon. There have been many ‘firsts’ in space – a first
dog in space, a first man on the moon, a first teacher in space. Either research one of these and act
out a short play of one of them or think about what new ‘first’ you would like to see and write a
story about that.
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